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St. Joseph 

 

St. Joseph is a great saint. He was Jesus' foster-father and Mary's husband. Joseph 

was given the great privilege of taking care of God's own Son, Jesus, and his Mother, 

Mary. Joseph was poor all his life. He had to work very hard in his carpenter shop, 

but he didn't mind. He was happy to work for his little family. He loved Jesus and 

Mary so much.  
 
Whatever the Lord wanted him to do, St. Joseph did at once, no matter how difficult 

it was. He was humble and pure, gentle and wise. Jesus and Mary loved him and 

obeyed him because God had placed him as the head of their family. What a joy for 

St. Joseph to live with the Son of God himself. Jesus obeyed him, helped him, and 

loved him.  
 
We pray to St. Joseph as the protector of the dying for a special reason. It is 

believed that Joseph died peacefully in the arms of Jesus and Mary. St. Teresa of 

Avila chose St. Joseph as the protector of her order of Carmelite sisters. She had a 

great trust in his prayers. "Every time I ask St. Joseph for something," she used to 

say, "he always obtains it for me."  
 
Pope Pius IX proclaimed St. Joseph the patron of the Universal Church. As Jesus 

obeyed and helped St. Joseph in his hard and humble work, let us, too, willingly help 

our parents with the work to be done at home.  
 
Write a Prayer 
 
In the space below write a prayer to St. Joseph:  
 
___________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


